


















































The artwork presented in this booklet was originally conceived as a 
series of mirrored placards installed on the public boundary of the 
Bethlem Royal Hospital each confronting the viewer with a direct 
question. These forthright questions relate to issues around mental 
capacity and assessment but can also be read more widely around 
issues of personal autonomy or the individual’s relationship to the state 
and the fragility of this position.

As a way of supporting the artwork ‘Some questions about us’ when 
it was installed on the perimeter of the hospital, we ran a series of 
events at the Bethlem Gallery inviting mental health service users, 
local residents and hospital staff to respond to the piece.  This booklet 
developed from these workshops and is an invitation to approach the 
questions inside in a way that is fitting in your situation. You may think 
of the questions as provocations for a group discussion or perhaps to 
use the blank pages as spaces to record your individual responses to 
them. You may want to change the questions themselves or even think 
about who might ask such things as these.



‘Some questions about us’ is the first in a series of artworks by 
artist Mark Titchner that relate to his involvement with the Mental 
Health and Justice project, a multi-disciplinary research initiative 
funded by Wellcome. Titchner has been working with the team that 
are investigating issues around the assessment of mental capacity 
particularly in relation to complex or contested cases.  The issues 
around the research are complex and relate to legal, ethical and 
medical questions. 

‘Mental capacity’ means being able to make your own decisions. 
Legally it is presumed that we have capacity unless we cannot do one 
or more of the following four things:
- Understand information given to us about a particular decision
- Retain that information long enough to be able to make the decision
- Weigh up the information available to make the decision
- Communicate our decision.

Bethlem Gallery is funded by Wellcome to provide public engagement 
for research into mental health and justice.

The public programme influences, and is influenced by, the Mental 
Health & Justice (mhj.org.uk) research team which is comprised 
of six inter-related research strands involving clinical experts, 
lawyers, philosophers, neuro- scientists, social scientists and service 
users. Commissioned artists bring people together across these 
multi-disciplinary strands and across the delineations of service 
user, clinician, patient, public, artist and researcher to encourage 
conversations and learning through art practices.

www.bethlemgallery.com




