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2017/18 has been a pivotal year for the Bethlem 
Gallery, we have celebrated our 20th anniversary 
and we have been awarded the largest external 
grant funding in our history.

We are very excited to announce we have been 
awarded a grant from the Wellcome Trust for four 
years to commission artists with lived experience to 
work with researchers from Institute of Psychiatry 
Psychology and Neuroscience, Kings College 
London on the complex and important area of 
mental health and justice. Winning this grant means 
the world to us. We are looking forward to making 
space for our artists to bring people together and 
encourage conversations and learning through their 
art practices. For the next 4 years, Bethlem Gallery 
will lead the public programme for the research. 
We will focus specifically on two principal areas of 
enquiry at the center of the research; the concept 
of support in decision-making and the concept of 
decision-making ability. The total grant is £281,824.

This year was the first year in the new building that 
we did not have a major collaboration or marketing 
campaign, as a result we have seen a  small 
decrease in visitor figures to 6191.

On the other hand our off-site collaborations 
and partnership exhibitions saw visitor figures of 
60,581, including exhibitions in the Long Gallery 
at Maudsley, a one day event at Tate Modern, the 
inclusion of Bethlem Gallery artists’ work in Radical 
Craft touring exhibition across the UK and Outside In 
Charity launch exhibition at Sotherbys.

It was the twentieth anniversary of the Bethlem 
Gallery this year and we invited our Patron Grayson 
Perry to exhibit a piece of work with us. The 
exhibition was called It’s How Well You Bounce, and 
explored ideas of resilience and art practice. The 
exhibition was well received and we got coverage 
from the BBC on-line and Reuters among others.

We have made some alterations to our annual 
exhibition programme this year to make fewer but 

Overview
longer exhibitions. We continue to present a wide 
range of mediums and contemporary practice. 
Exhibitions in 2017/18 have included XX a large 
scale group exhibition curated by Bethlem Artist 
Jane Fradgely, the Bethlem Art Fair, and Safety 
in Numbers, a collaborative exhibition with the 
Bethlem Anxiety Disorders Residential Unit.

This year the All Party Parliamentary Group for 
Arts Health and Wellbeing delivered it’s findings. 
We were invited to present at one of the round table 
discussions in Parliament. Their key findings were: 

• The arts can help keep us well, aid our recovery 
and support longer lives better lived.

• The arts can help meet major challenges facing 
health and social care: ageing, long-term 
conditions, loneliness and mental health.

• The arts can help save money in the health 
service and social care.

We have been delighted to develop some fruitful 
collaborations this year including Tate Public 
Programme at Tate Exchange, The Lancet 
Psychiatry, Royal Society for Public Health, Dragon 
Cafe, Corali, Outside In, Kings Cultural Institute, 
Wellcome Library, and Birkbeck University among 
others.

It has been a successful year of sales and small 
scale donations exceeding our predictions and 
totaling over £31,000.

The Board would like to thank the gallery team and 
volunteers for their hard work and dedication, and 
we look forward to the year ahead.



Aims & Objectives: Artists and patients

> To showcase, celebrate and support the endeavours and achievements of people who have had 

contact with mental health services, respecting their status as artists.

> To add value to, and support, the health of patients in hospital, and for those across our hospital 

services who engage with the gallery programme.

> To recognise the ‘living archive’ of today, contributing to the on-going collection and 

documentation of artwork, experiences and perspectives of current or former patients, by 

collaborating with and feeding into the historical collection in the museum with the work of our 

artists.

Quantitative Data 

Exhibitions: 14

Visitors: Bethlem Gallery: 6191 

Visitors: Off-site/Partnership shows: 60,581

                                                    
Participant Artists: 131

Volunteers: 12



Qualitative Data: Artist & Volunteer Feedback

 “The Bethlem Gallery has been truly 
amazing for me. Before I knew or was 
a part of the gallery, I felt isolated and 
lacking in a purpose. Now, I feel very much 
like I have a purpose and that I am a part of 
something great. The gallery has let me use 
the studio space for photography, I’ve been 
involved in coming to excellent workshops 
and has made me happy by exhibiting my 
work there. I love the Bethlem Gallery and 
it’s supportive atmosphere, everyone has 
been so wonderful to me. I think the gallery 
has helped me grow as a person as well 
as artistically.”- Alex Izzard, Artist and 
Bethlem Gallery volunteer

“ Through the gallery’s workshops I have 
gained a lot of knowledge which has helped 
me in producing my art and promoting my 
paintings. Through one of the gallery’s 
workshops I learnt new ways of promoting 
and marketing my paintings.  This has 
helped me a lot in selling my paintings. 
Running the Lino printing workshop at the 
gallery helped me gain more confidence 
in my ability in running workshops. It has 
also helped me in widening my knowledge  
about lino cutting and printing. That made 
me appreciate and value the gallery’s 
workshops and made me acknowledge it’s 
never to late to learn new skills” - Esther 
Maxwell-Orumbie, Artist

“The Bethlem Gallery staff give me support to find that 
audience. Connecting in such an intimate and honest 
way allowed me to overcome what I was experiencing, 
feel human and offer encouragement to others along the 
way. My art and the sharing of it has become even more 
important now as I continue in my recovery towards self-
acceptance and my career as an artist. I have been very 
fortunate to have the opportunity and freedom to be, and 
feel like, an ‘’Artist”- Martin Wade, Artist

“Working with the Adamson 
Collection and the Wellcome 
Library has been a real boost to 
my own practice. I now think of 
myself as an ‘artist researcher’, 
and it has given me the skills to 
tackle bigger projects. These 
opportunities and challenges 
help me widen my skills as an 
artist. My self esteem has grown. 
I now have the confidence to 
apply for other research 
residencies elsewhere. Thanks 
to the Bethlem Gallery, the 
Wellcome and the Adamson 
Collection for the wonderful 
opportunity.” - Beth Hopkins, 
Artist and Bethlem Gallery 
volunteer

“As a collaborator, I can think of nothing bad to say about 
the Bethlem Gallery. The Gallery makes a crucial 
difference to people who use services. It bridges that often 
huge gap between being a ‘patient’ with all its attendant 
labels, and being a ‘human being’. Between being 
someone who might dabble in art from time to time or as 
‘therapy’ and being an ‘artist’ able to reclaim their talents 
to create in the world. Personally, my time at the Bethlem 
is the thing I look forward to more than any other 
professional activity in my life at the moment.” - David 
Gilbert, Bethlem Gallery Writer-in-Residence



April - May
Thinking Society: Art & Social Society

Brexshit the Movie

May-June
Traces

July-August
XX

September - October
It’s How Well You Bounce 

Tate Exchange

Unescorted #8 at Maudsley Long 
Gallery

October - November
Unescorted #8

December
Bethlem Art Fair

2018

January
Disquietude

Outside In: Journeys

February - March
Safety in Numbers

Studio Showcase: Martin Wade

March 2016 - November 2017
Radical Craft (off-site)

Group exhibition as part of our Research & Development strand

Solo exhibition by Bethlem Artist, the Artist Taxi Driver

Artist residency and solo exhibition by Bethlem Artist Beth 
Hopkins, in collaboration with Bethlem Museum of the Mind

Group exhibition launching the Bethlem Gallery’s 20th 
Anniversary, curated by Bethlem Artist, Jane Fradgley

Group exhibition with Bethlem Artists, and invited artists 
including our Patron Grayson Perry, celebrating the Bethlem 
Gallery’s 20th anniversary, curated by Sam Curtis

One day event in collaboration with Tate public programmes 

3 person exhibition of artwork by service users of SLaM’s 
Forensic Services.

Group exhibition of artwork by service users of SLaM’s Forensic 
Services.

Group exhibition of artwork for sale by patients and staff of 
SLaM.

Solo exhibition by Bethlem Antonia Attwood

Outside In exhibition featuring 5 Bethlem artists at Sotherby’s

Exhibition in collaboration with the Anxiety Disorders Residential 
Unit and Bethlem Occupational Dept

First in a new series of solo exhibitions in the gallery studio 
space

Craft Space & Outside In exhibition featuring 5 Bethlem artists

Activity: Exhibitions programme, 2017/18





Off-site Collaborative Exhibitions

Recovery Time
Tate Exchange Public Programme, Tate Modern

1 day exhibition
approx 427 visitors

Unescorted #8
Long Gallery Maudsley

4 month exhibition
approx 2,400 visitors

Radical Craft - Craft Space & Outside In Pallant 
House Gallery Chichester, multiple venues

18 month touring exhibition, 5 Bethlem Artists 
featured
approx 55, 354 visitors in total

Outside In: Journeys
Sotherby’s, London

2 day exhibition, 6 Bethlem Artists featured
approx 2,400 visitors



Aims & Objectives: Profile & Quality

> To offer a world-class bridging platform where arts, health and public meet, developing our 

profile as leaders in the field of arts-in-health

> To engage audiences in learning about health practices and arts practices across all elements 

of our programme

> To challenge stigma, encourage debate and increase understanding about mental health

> To champion creative expertise and knowledge

> Offer a high quality and engaging arts programme within the creative hub of the gallery, and 

develop our reach beyond through strategic collaborations and partnerships

> Specialise in, and advocate for, quality visual arts provision within health care environments

> To undertake and contribute to arts and cross-disciplinary research collaborations

Quantitative Data 

Press Coverage (TV/Radio/Print/On-line): 38 publications

Social Media eyeballs: tweet impressions: 364.8K, website page views: 62,101

Collaborative partnerships: 17
           
Talks, presentations & consultation requests: 12



Qualitative Data: Visitor Feedback
“I was delighted to see a gallery so focused on the artist 
and their work, rather than their place as a patient. The 
work was very strong. I am a gallerist so always looking 
for new experiences like this.”

“The gallery really encourages 
artists of the south London & 
Maudesley NHS .”

“I was surprised that a gallery of this standard exists in 
NHS Hospital”

“It was great to meet the 
artists.”

“You learn something new with each exhibition.”

“I was suprised by the good 
quality of the art on display.”

“Bethlem Gallery has 
expanded my knowledge 
of art and the art 
landscape and well as the 
surprising contribution to 
my career as an artist .”

“The combination of the 
gallery, the contemporary 
art and the museum opens 
up a different state of mind. 
Contemporary art makes 
you think - and then faced 
with museum exhibits you 
are already engaged.”

“A* standards usually only seen at top 
galleries. Great to see people with artists 
with mental health issues are able to have 
access to the high quality of mainstream 
galleries.”

“The involvement of residential artists makes the 
gallery a unique place for creating, sharing and 
showing art.”

“The fact that the gallery and 
museum are both in the grounds of 
an acute mental health hospital is 
fantastic in improving equal parity 
of mental and physical health, 
challenging stigma and making all 
our mental wellbeing more open.”

“I think the gallery and museum 
are local treasures”

“It is a tremendously open and 
inclusive environment and stands 
out as a compassionate and safe 
place to reflect, explore and 
discuss creativity.”

“The gallery space and studio - the ‘community’ feel between 
residents and staff; the high quality of art; the vision of its 
purpose in the community and within the hospital.”



Bethlem Archives & Museum

Bethlem Occupational Therapy Dept

London Arts in Health Forum

Pallant House Gallery, Outside In project

Lancet Psychiatry

Anxiety Disorders Residential Unit

Maudsley Long Gallery

Craft Space

Mental Health and Justice project, Institute of Psychiatry 

Psychology and Neuroscience

Tate Public Programme, Tate Exchange, Tate Modern

Kings College London Third Year Medical Students

Kings Cultural Institute

Royal College of Nursing

Royal Central School of Speech and Drama

Dragon Cafe

Wellcome Library

Collaborations

Royal Society for Public Health

Wellcome Library

Birkbeck University

British Association of Art Therapists Conference

All Party Parliamentary Group for Arts Health and Wellbeing

Kingston Health Sciences Centre, Ontario

Wellcome Collection

Art of Psychiatry

Dragon Cafe

Tate Exhcange

Camden Arts Centre

Cubitt Gallery

Talks, presentations & 
consultation requests

Research Partnerships
Bethlem Salons:

The Art of Repair, in collaboration with Wellcome Library Art & 

Health Collections, the Repair Cafe and Goldsmiths UoL, MA

Contemporary Art and Professional Practice.

Research Exhibition:

Thinking Society in collaboration with clinicians from Institute of 

Psychiatry, Psychology and Neuroscience.

Research Funding:

Mental Health and Justice Multidisciplinary Research Initiative. 

We are very excited to announce we have been awarded a 

public engagement grant from the Wellcome Trust for four 

years to commission artists with lived experience to work 

with researchers from Institute of Psychiatry Psychology and 

Neuroscience, Kings College London on the complex and 

important area of mental health and justice. Winning this grant 

means the world to us. We are looking forward to making 

space for our artists to bring people together and encourage 

conversations and learning through their art practices. For the 

next 4 years, Bethlem Gallery will lead the public programme 

for the research. We will focus specifically on two principal 

areas of enquiry at the centre of the research; the concept of 

support in decision-making and the concept of decision-making 

ability. The total grant is £281,824.

Advisory Board discussions
Programming

Customer survey feedback

Curatorial approaches

Our use of language



TV & Radio
London Live
Reuters

Print
The Big Issue
The Tablet
The Lancet 

On-line
bbc.co.uk 
thenational.ae
eveningstandard.co.uk 
londonist.com 
thelancet.com 
lahf.org.uk 
visitlondon.com
artrabbit.com
studiointernational.com
bromleytimes.co.uk
theartnewspaper.com
uk.blouinartinfo.com
itsnicethat.com
widewalls.ch
mentalspaghetti.org
wellcome.ac.uk
timeout.com
fadmagazine.com
afternyne.com
artattacksf.com
artdaily.org
artmattermagazine.com
wsimag.com
thelist.co.uk
dallasartdealers.org
thelondonmagazine.org
essex-tv.co.uk
antiquestradegazette.com
artdaily.com
springparkra.co.uk
wellcomelibrary.org
evensi.com

Media


